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a c anyiuo 


2? Tune 1955 


ALBAN I A 


I. Two ehekeups in the Albanian regime hare taken place in last three weeks, 
with two top level men being dropped on chargee of incompetence, Vice-i reader 
?uk Jakora and Minister of Education and Culture Bedri dpahi^ 

II. A-ong possible reasons for changes could be a new orientation in Albanian 


policy 


toward Sugoelavia or a development in the long-reported rivalry between 


Premier W 


«hmet Shehu and Party First Secretary Saver Kesha, or both. 


III. Evidence connect ng these men with Yugoslavia is old. 


•.« vne 


of men dismissed (%>ahiu) headed c omission which tried and condemned 


Koci Xoxe—fche Albanian Titolet— in May 1949 and lateg^aa important mouth- 


piece for aati-fito propaganda. 


B. Other' oea^di smissed (Mm) reportedly went to Moscow in fall of 


to get Kremlin *s orders concerning the removal of koxe and replaced Koxm 
as as d party o»- secretary* 

C. On the oth r hand both nan first started to s&lp frean favor In 1951 

with no apparent connection to Yugoslavia, with one of the® Jaj fcva . making 
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D. this suggests present diem feaal part of Tong tarn personal difficulties 
of the sen with! n the party* 

W, In regard to the Sbabu-Boxha rivalry, evidence connecting the sen involved 
with either top leader la tenuous and nostly based on rumor. 

A. The otrong/evidence connects on® mm now moving up (Spire Koleka, 
vho becomes a fioe-Pawaier in addition to Politburo slot) as a Hoxha 
supporter, thus suggesting these changes stay be a wove on the part of 
Hoxha to reinforce his pcsitien. 

1. Recently, there appeals to have been a slightly unusual effort to build 
up Hoxha puhli cly contrasting with recent Albanian * collective leader- 
ship’* practice. 

2. A build-up of Hoxha would also fit into ary Koscoe desire to have 
Albania Improve Its relations with Tito, since he is the less anti- 
Tito of the tvo men involved. 

V. Italian Foreign Ministry claims the shifts were because the sen relieved were 
anti-Tito and were opposed to Albanian-fugoalav rapprochement, eapecislly 


fearing a Balkan Federation in which Moscow placed Tito at the head. 


A. Ital^nijruggast time ripe for US actions such as raising the question 
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of Albanian “neutrality* 

®* proposal a hows Italian desire to orate opportunity for more room 

■for Italian maneuvering in Balkans and suggests Rora is probably 
'»>»ag**f : 1 a ig 'the imminence and degree of any I ugo Slav- Alban 3 an moves* 

C. Jugoslavs have shown little indication of making extraordinary amoves 

towards Albania and In fact seem more interested in what an be don# with 


Bulgaria, 



Approved For Release 2003/01/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A00060001 0049-7 


